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With a population of more than 20,000 residents in the Mission Valley
area, the time has come to let the millions of tourists and residents understand
what this comparatively new community is all about! Mission Valley has be-
come the upscale community of the San Diego area with exclusive new de-
partmentstoressuchasMacy’s,NeimanMarcus,Nordstroms,Saks5thAve-
nue, and the newest entry, Bloomingdales. As well as, the fine jewelry
stores of Tiffany’s, Ben Bridges, and soon to open, Gucci’s. What was,
just a few years ago, a cattle grazing area, has now become the ‘Rodeo
Drive’ of San Diego.

Hundreds of privately-owned condominiums, apartment rental build-
ings, restaurants,movie theaters,majorhotels, collegesanduniversities,golf
course,grocerystores,drugstores,healthclinicsandspas, sportsvenues,and

The Objective of this Newspaper
By Gina Cord, Editor

many new projects on the planning boards, are part of this fast growing
self-sufficient area.

Millions of tourists from around the world visit and shop constantly
in this area, leaving a very substantial amount of money to increase our
economy, and we want to keep you informed of all these new and exciting
happenings in what will begin as a monthly publication.

We welcome your comments by contacting us at:
Mission Valley News & Views

PO Box 8800508 San Diego CA 92168-0508
619.291.0200    FAX 619.294-7366
www.missionvalleynewsviews. com

missionvalleynews@yahoo.com

MISSION VALLEY . . . PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

San Diego River Preserve

By Tom Leech and Gina Cord

When you have been
a resident of Mission Valley
for close to thirty years, you
can’t believe your eyes
while observing the myraid
changes that have occurred
in such a short number of
years, and wonder in awe
what the next few years will
bring.

But, let’s go back to
the beginning first. We are
positive that the Kumeyaay
Indian tribe, who were the
first native habitants in the
Valley, with their main vil-
lage, nestled between what

is now highway 8 west and
the San Diego River, could
never have imagined what
Mission Valley would be-
come as we see it today.

Their little village is
located on what was to be-
come the San Diego River
Preserve, 51 acres of natural
growth transformed into a
park.

Unfortunately, not a
trace remains of the
Kumeyaay village, nor is
any reference made to its lo-
cation. They settled here in
order to have easy access to
water from the river, fish

and other wild animals for
food.

In1542 the firstSpan-
ish explorer to discover the
bay was Juan Rodriguez
Cabrillo which he named
San Miguel and claimed the
terr i tory for Spain.
Sixty-one years later, an-
other Spaniard, Sebastian
Vizcaino, happened to an-
chor and renamed the bay,
San Diego, as he arrived on
the saint’s day.

The next to arrive in
the area were the missionar-
ies and Spanish settlers and
in 1769 the Franciscan mis-

sionary, JuniperoSerrabuilt
Mission San Diego de
Alcalá, the church still in
use today. He also dedicated
the Presidio, the first Span-
ish fort in California, which
is locatedhighonahill over-
looking the indian village.

By 1830, most of the
settlers were located in what
is now Old Town in order to
have the protection of the
Presidio.

By the early 1900’s,

the Valley was totally unde-
veloped and the only occu-
pants were cattle and dairy
ranchers and a couple of dirt

roads were prepared to ser-
vice these occupants.

Today’s condos and
apartment complexes,
Wel ls Fargo bank and
Riverwalk Golf Course
wereall on theearly ranchof
the Wied Family ranch, with
one edge at the intersection
of Fashion Valley Road and
Friars Road.

Just east of there, un-
til the late ‘60s was where
the San Diego Padres base-
ball team, then in the Pacific
Coast league, played at
Westgate Park. Owner C.
Arnholt Smith built this
beautiful stadium, seating
8,200 in a delightful setting.
Beside being the Padres
home field, Westgate pro-
vided a fine outdoors venue
for entertainment, such as
the Kingston Trio (with lo-
calboy fromCoronadoNick
Reynolds).

(See “Mission Valley” page 6)


