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Community Governance

Mission Valley Planning Group
Meets the 1st Wednesday of each month at noon.

Mission Valley Community Council
Meets every other Month on 3rd Monday at 6:30pm.

San Diego River Coalition
Meets the 3rd Friday of each month at 3-4:30pm.

Info at: www.sandiegoriver.org

All of the above meetings are held at the
Mission Valley Library,

2123 Fenton Parkway and are open to the
public.

By Chet Barfield, Mission Valley
representative for Councilmember
Donna Frye

At Mission Valley’s only pub-
lic school, Innovations Academy
Charter School, one of the guid-
ing principles is that learning
should be fun.

That was obvious to
Councilmember Frye when she
visited the K-through-8 campus
Feb. 4 at the school’s invitation.
Laughing kindergartners were
romping in an outdoor play area.
Fourth-graders were bundled and
ready for a field trip to Julian.
Sixth-graders were making
Egyptian pyramids out of
cardboard boxes.

“The teachers are nice, and
they teach things in a fun way, not
just lecturing,” said 12-year-old
Chana Lender, whose sev-
enth-grade class was studying
Medieval history by role-playing
as nobles and serfs.

The academy, founded in
2008, occupies 10 classrooms on
two floors of an office complex
on Camino de la Reina, across the
San Diego River from Fashion

Councilmember Donna Frye's
District #6 Represents the City of

San Diego in Mission Valley

Faster And Better Trolley Service For
Mission Valley

New cars and station modifications will
shorten a trip downtown by 10 minutes

By San Diego County
Supervisor Ron Roberts

The Green Line of the San
Diego Trolley is a fixture in Mis-
sion Valley, a wonderful amenity
that feels like it has long been part
of everyday life. Those of us who
helped put the system in place
know that is hardly the case.

As a member of the Metropol-
itan Transit System board of di-
rectors, I recall celebrating in
1997 when the first trolley line
linking Old Town to Mission San

Diego opened. It was just a few
years ago, 2005 to be precise, we
punched the line through San
Diego State University for a con-
nection with the Grossmont
Transit Center.

The results have been excel-
lent.

The Green Line ac-
counts for more than
25,000 trips each week-
day. It has been a smash
hit at SDSU, generating
more than 5,000 semester
passes and convincing
nearly 20 percent of the
full-time students to
make public transporta-
tion their mode of choice
to campus.

For special events to
Qualcomm Stadium,
trains can operate every
five to seven minutes.
For Chargers games, we rou-
tinely carry 16,000 to and from
the venue. The most recent Holi-
day Bowl resulted in the third
highest ridership in the history of
Qualcomm service, with more
than 21,000 riding the rails to the
event.

The trolley also remains an ex-
cellent value. A one way ride is
$2.50, but for $5 passengers get
unlimited rides on the trolley and
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MTS buses for an entire day. The
$15 four-day pass is a great deal
for visitors. Even greater savings
are available to those who buy a
monthly pass.

Along with maintaining the
system and its nine stops in Mis-
sion Valley – Morena/Linda
Vista, Fashion Valley Transit
Center, Hazard Center, Mission
Valley Center, Rio Vista, Fenton
Parkway, Qualcomm, Mission
San Diego and Grantville – we at
MTS are always looking at ways
to improve services.

The good news is some great
improvements are on the way.

They start with 57 new low
floor trolleys we have ordered.
They are much easier for passen-
gers to enter and exit. Parents
pushing strollers, those in wheel-
chairs and others who otherwise
struggle with stairs will find step-
ping on or off the red cars an
easy, level experience.

Getting the new car floors
aligned with stations requires we
raise many of the trolley plat-
forms a few inches. For most of
the stations, that just requires
adding pavers to the top of the ex-
isting platforms. Some will re-
quire more extensive work.

When the work is completed
late next year, and the new cars
have arrived, a passenger from
Mission Valley will be able to
ride a single car all the way
through Old Town to the Santa Fe
Station, along with stops at Sea-
port Village, the Convention

Center, Gaslamp/Petco Park and
the 12th & Imperial transfer
station.

The trip will be 10 minutes
faster than a similar journey to-
day, mostly because it eliminates
the need to transfer twice.

Reducing transfers is the
greatest improvement this new
work brings. With the new align-
ment, you can ride the entire trol-

A new low-floor trolley pulls into the RioVista
Trolley Station. A combination of new cars and

station improvements will cut 10 minutes off a trip
to downtown from Mission Valley .

Valley Mall. It has 180 students
from all over San Diego and as
far away as La Mesa and the
North County. Tuition is free;
like other San Diego schools, it
relies on district funding.

Co-founders Christine Kuglen
and Danielle Strachman, who
oversee a faculty and support
staff of 15, emphasize creativity
and individuality. With small
classes and innovative instruc-
tion, the charter academy teach-
ers “really get to know the stu-
dents – and that’s key,”
Strachman said.

Frye had planned a quick visit
but spent well over an hour at the
school, talking to teachers and
students as Strachman and
Kuglen escorted her and an aide
from class to class. “You have to
learn how to think for yourself”
in life, Frye told Tony
Spitzberg’s seventh- and
eighth-graders, “and you’re
learning that here.”

Frye was impressed by the
work the students were doing,
particularly their writings, arts
and projects. Fifth-grader
Amanda Carlson’s chart-and
photo-illustrated exhibit on he-
lium looked like a high-school
assignment. Fourth-grader
Quinlan Lewis-Mussa made a de-
tailed paper-and-clay diorama
about 1920s photographer Doro-
thy Lange because, as the preco-
cious 8-year-old put it, “there
weren’t many women photogra-
phers back in those days.”

The councilmember invited
Quinlan’s teacher,Kim Brunetto,
to have her class write essays to
publish in this month’s Frye
LightsDistrict Six newsletter.

“The school is amazing,” Frye
said afterward. “Thekids are
amazing.”


