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The San Diego Zoo:  Discovery Days!!
By Dick Slaker with all photographs
by Alice Gerschler

Upon arriving at the San
Diego Zoo, within the city limits
of San Diego and spread out over
100 acres, I was first amazed and
pleased to know that parking is
free, no one collecting funds to
park. That, in itself, is amazing as
the city keeps increasing parking
fees all over the city from Airport
to meters it seems.

So when paying $37.00 per
adult for a one day pass and
$27.00 for ages 3-11, you are
greeted when entering the front
gate by “Mr. Zoo Keeper “ with
his zoo uniform and bug catcher
which gets everyone into “The
Zoo Feeling’, the very reason one
comes to the San Diego Zoo, to
visit, learn and observe many of
these animals that have been in-
troduced to San Diego whether
from Africa, Asia, Australia, or
South America. You leave and
forget all cares outside the zoo.

Yes, really a wonderful oppor-
tunity to slip quietly in to the
Koalapalooza Discovery Days
which was observed between
January 15-18, 2010. But not
only do you learn more about the
Koala Bears, you feel like you are
in the Aussie Outback and per-
haps you might have your face
painted like an aboriginal tribes-
man, and might be greeted by one
of the “Aussie Animal Ambassa-
dors“ or other Ambassadors
throughout the day, sharing in-

formation about their country and
the habits of these animals.
Keeps one on your ‘toes’, you
might say, always an Ambassa-
dor pops up to share habits of the
animals from their country.
These Ambassadors are sharing
their love for the animals and
wish to share their love for guests
that visit the zoo.

However, walking through the
Asian Passage and Panda Canyon
everyone seems to be seeking a
glimmer of Yun Zi , the male cub
Panda born August 2, 2009, and
this is home also to pandas Su
Lin, Zhen Zhen, Bai Yun and Gao
Gao. The Panda viewing is a very
popular location that is open from
9am to 4:30pm, so have your
camera ready. We were lucky
when the baby Panda started to
wake up and climb down from the
branch where he had been sleep-
ing. Nearby was Su Lin a 4 year
old Panda weighing 192 pounds.

Continuing on Park Way (One
of the street names), you circle
behind the Pandas to visit the new
Elephant Odyssey where you will
find Elephants, Camels, Califor-
nia Condors, Jaguars, Rhinos,
Sloths, Snakes, Tapirs and Tur-
tles, awaiting your visit. This El-
ephant Odyssey is a rather new
7.5 acre habitat, and is a
first-of-its-kind experience .
They combine this experience
museum, offering a wonderful
landscape of living experience

for the animals of past and
present.  Don’t miss it!

Throughout the park you will
find Animal Zones like: Africa
Rocks, Asian Passage, Discovery
Outpost, Children’s Zoo, Ele-
phant Odyssey, Lost Forest,
Panda Canyon, Polar Rim, Out-
back and Urban Jungle.

It seems at every turn you will
either run into another exhibit, or
one under development, ambas-
sadors sharing information, ani-
mals being fed, plus timely shows
during the day: Giraffe Feeding,
Hunte Amphitheaters, and
Wedgeforth Bowl Sea Lion
Show.

For the weary and tired pho-
tographers you are offered
Guided Bus Tours, Express
Buses, Miniature Train, the
Skyfari aerial tram East and
Skyfari West for those wishing to
view these 100 acres from above,
really a photographer’s dream of
filming the animals located in
their natural habitat, from above.

The San Diego Zoo, is a
not-for-profit conservation orga-
nization that depends upon the
support from those ‘ambassa-
dors’ who had donated to keeping
this Zoo as a lush, unique home to
4,500 rare and endangered ani-
mals, representing approximately
700 species and a botanical col-
lection with more than 700.000
plants.

What amazed me while walking
the zoo grounds, the numerous
plaques, hundreds scattered
throughout the park, with patrons
who have donated funds to keeping
this zoo, a Passport to Discovery
for all ages. What better treat to
share with young children the plea-
sure of viewing rare animals, many
endangered and some, lost for-
ever?

During the year, the San Diego
Zoo offers many functions that are
scheduled for repeat patrons re-
turning to the Zoo with their An-
nual Passes for: Nighttime Zoo,
White Elephant Sale, Reptile-
mania, Celebration for the Critters,
October Kids’ Free Days, Walk on
the Wild Side, Zoo Discovery
Days: Festival of Flight, and then
Jingle Bells decorated with holiday
cheers to keep families jolly, And
upgrade your ticket to get 365 days
admission to the San Diego Zoo
and Wild Animal Park!! Your
Passport to Discovery!

I inquired about attendance,
rain or shine, and was informed
that daily attendance can range
from 4,000 to 22,000, depending
upon the season of visit. They are
open 365 days a year.

How could I forget, though I
didn’t have time this visit, but ev-
eryone says to stop by Albert’s
Restaurant, a full service dining
experience.  Maybe next time.

Check out
www.sandiegozoo.org

for your next visit .
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