
What would it look like if you
designed a community around its
public places? That was the ques-
tion that 125 participants were
asked to consider at the
May 12 workshop given on
Quarry Falls.

Today, Mission Val-
ley’s last remaining sand
and gravel quarry is lo-
cated in the middle of an
urban area, surrounded
completely by homes,
shopping, hotels, and of-
fices.

With the 230-acre
quarry nearing the end of
its lifecycle, the site pro-
vides an opportunity to
meet Mission Valley’s
planning needs for a diver-
sityofhomes,MissionVal-
ley’s first public school, a
shopping and dining area
with live/work opportuni-
ties, space for new jobs, a new fire
station site, and a new public park
with features such as a waterfall,
children’s playground, arboretum,
community garden, basketball and
volleyball courts, and playing
fields.

Local builder Sudberry Prop-
erties has proposed a concept
where all of these uses will be pro-
vided in close proximity to each
other and to transit stops, creating a

sustainable community that pro-
motes transit ridership, encourages
healthy living and walkability, and
reduces the growth of commuter

traffic by providing homes in Mis-
sion Valley close to jobs and public
transportation.

Sudberry Properties Vice Pres-
ident, Marco Sessa, believes that
Quarry Falls is a model for intelli-
gent regional planning.

“Today, the majority of San
Diego County’s vacant land is al-
ready developed or rightly set aside
for environmental protection,”
says Sessa. “Less than five percent
of the land in the City of San Diego
is available for new jobs and
homes, and pressure is increasing
to build in open areas outside of the
city. This lack of space creates a
real challenge when it comes to
providing entry-level, workforce,
and senior homes without impact-
ing the county’s open spaces.
Quarry Falls meets this challenge
with the adaptive re-use of a classic
infill property.”

Recently, Sudberry Properties
elevated the planning for Quarry

Falls to a whole new level when
they engaged the services of Pro-
ject For Publ ic Spaces, the
world-renowned “Placemaking”

non-profit organization. The team
of Fred Kent, Kathy Madden and

Kathleen Ziegenfuss conducted a
5-hour long public discussion and
brainstorming workshop to ensure
Quarry Falls has that special public

appeal that will take the com-
munity from good to truly
great.

The participants were first
given an overview of the pro-
posed community and some of
the planned features. The PPS
team then spoke on what
“Placemaking” encompasses
and how to recognize and con-
sider what great places might
appeal to the workshop partici-
pants.

As a part of this exercise,
participants were asked to list
the Ten Most Important Places
in San Diego. On this day,
some of the expected favorites
did indeedhead the list: Balboa
Park, Mission Bay (along with
Harbor and Shelter Islands),
thebeaches,SanDiegoZoo,La
Jolla and The Cove, The
Gaslamp and Downtown,
Point Loma/Cabrillo Monu-
ment, Old Town/Presidio Park,

andSeaWorldmade the top ten.
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Area residents at the Mission Valley Marriott Hotel for the seminar on Quarry Falls

The sand and gravel pit as it looks today.


